FOOD SERVICE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
12/08/2021
Reitz Union room 2355
MINUTES
Attending:
Yusof Al-Wadei
Jennifer Clark
Nancy Chrystal-Green
Eddie Daniels
Jessie Furman
Beth Gankofskie
Dennis Hines
Tina Horvath
Matt Mueller
Alex Wilkerson
Anisha Patel
Emma Towler
Matthew Felicetti
David Kays
Sazzad Mabud

Tim Bucolo – Gator Dining Svcs.
Nicole Jackson – Gator Dining Svcs.
Hector Leon – Pepsi
Morgan William - Pepsi
Dwan Courtney
Danette Loyd
Bill McGinn
Jenn Moyer
Hana Prudilova McNeal
Robin Stewart
Hannah Stahmer
Hannah Ulloa
Linda Dixon
Anna Pizza

I.

Call to Order
Jessie Furman called the meeting to order at 11:58am following lunch provided by Gator Dining Services.

II.

Welcome and Introductions
Jessie welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked visitors to give a brief introduction.

III.

Review/Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the November 10, 2021, meeting were approved as submitted by unanimous vote.

IV.

Director of Food & Beverage Services Report
Matt Mueller
Supply chain issues continue for vendors. Pepsi is starting to see some improvements while Canteen is
substituting product lines temporarily to keep machines adequately stocked.
Resident dining halls will close December 18th following finals. Minimal retail locations will remain open on
campus and all dining locations will fully reopen on January 6th.
The 2nd Annual Gator’s Giving Campaign raised $602 for the food pantry which was matched by Gator
Dining.
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Tim mentioned sales for Local Restaurant Row have been very good and we will continue the concept in the
Spring semester and add some new vendors (Plantology, Taste and Tropical Eatz) to the rotation as well as
add mobile vendors at Fifield and Library West. Local Restaurant Row mobile vendors will operate on a
2-week rotation during the Spring semester.
Nicole reminded everyone of National Florida Day on January 25, 2022. The location is to be determined,
however, it will be at either Gator Corner or Fresh Food Company.
Matthew F. asked about the possibility of rotating restaurants in the dining halls. Matt M. explained this
may be addressed in the new dining services contract.
V.

Old Business
• Outdoor seating and landscaping
Linda Dixon, Director of Planning, UF Planning, Design, & Construction
Linda gave a brief presentation (copy attached) on outdoor dining as it relates to the Campus and
Landscape Master Plans. Linda’s office works with committees across campus to discuss projects such as
outdoor seating. Linda shared three main areas of interest in expanding outdoor seating including Tower
Plaza, Gator (Corner) Plaza, and Reitz Union Lawn – East.
The UF Board of Trustees is very interested in moving the Landscape Master Plan forward with a 2026
completion goal. Four of the thirteen projects currently have funding. There are policies and guidelines
in place specifically for outdoor areas including seating. This includes standards for furnishings, color,
types of benches, tables, etc. and can depend on area of campus.
Eddie asked if funding estimates include construction costs only or do the estimates include furnishings
(tables and chairs specifically). Linda stated there is typically an allowance for seating built in.
Jennifer C. asked if the projects focused on sustainability. Linda mentioned there are many factors
included in the standards, such as native plants that decrease water usage, low impact development,
and lighting standards. We pay close attention to “life cycle” costs.
Beth G. asked about gray water recycling. Linda mentioned reclaimed water is used across campus.
Matt M. asked where funding typically comes from for seating. Linda mentioned they are always
interested in funding partners. The expectation is the user group would find the funding. Groups are
expected to follow campus guidelines including those associated with the Landscape Master Plan.
Jessie F. asked how COVID has changed seating and interaction plans. Linda responded there is a
heightened awareness of the need for more and better outdoor spaces and that reinforces the urgency
of getting these projects completed.
Matt M. asked whether concrete pads and utilities could be added in strategic areas for food trucks.
Eddie D. agreed that this would be a good idea especially for areas considered a “food desert”. Having
planned locations and infrastructure would be important.
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Nancy said it would be interesting to do an overlap of dining areas and seating areas as we look at
current dining locations. Linda stated many seating areas would not have a food service component so
the overlap would be limited.
Sazzad asked about project staging and completion times. Linda mentioned projects are staged to limit
disruption on campus.
Jessie thanked Linda for coming and reminded everyone if they have additional questions to send them
to Eddie or Matt to be relayed to Linda.
•

VI.

State of the ITN process
Eddie Daniels
Members of the ITN committee recently completed site visits. Will provide a summary of their findings
to the full ITN committee soon. Meetings with providers and the UAA have been scheduled to further
discuss Training Table. A decision awarding the contract is expected in early spring.

New Business
Jessie Furman
After polling the committee regarding meeting times, we will maintain holding meetings during the lunch
period typically on a Tuesday or Wednesday.
Thank you, Gator Dining, for providing lunch today!

VII.

Adjournment
Jessie adjourned the meeting at 12:56 p.m.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Next meeting January 19, 2022, 11:30am – 1:00pm, JWRU 2365
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Outdoor Dining
In the Campus Master Plan and Landscape Master Plan

https://facilities.ufl.edu/campus-planning/

Landscape Master Plan
Vision

13 Priority Projects + 16 Enhancement Areas

Questions?

https://facilities.ufl.edu/campus-planning/

